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SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES. By C. B. S. Schofield. (Pp. 248;
figs. 12. £1.25). Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
THIS excellent little book is unusual in several aspects. At the outset it strikes a welcome
change in the title which emphasizes the fact that the statutory venereal diseases are not the
only conditions dealt with by the physician who works in this branch of medicine. After
dealing with anatomical details, history taking and examination of the patient (the latter in
particular giving much valuable and sane advice) the author spends some time in discussing
the public health aspects, medico-legal management, sociological and psychological back-
ground associated with sexually transmitted diseases. These chapters contain much valuable
material often forgotten or neglected by those casually handling patients affected with these
conditions. Only after dealing with these important questions does the author turn to the
clinical aspects of the sexually transmitted infections.
A valuable and interesting chapter, including pathology, immunity, aetiology and the
history of syphillis, is followed by an excellent account of the serological tests for syphillis
and their interpretation. The chapter on the pathology, epidemiology and diagnosis of
gonorrhoea is likewise valuable. The clinical descriptions of the various conditions are con-
cise and good and include not only a description of the commonly found sexually transmitted
infections but also treponematosis and endemic syphilis and a chapter on "tropical diseases
affecting the genitalia". A welcome warning is given against indiscriminate treatment of
congenital syphilis on page 123 and "blunderbuss" therapy of gonorrhoea on page 146,
whilst the value of repeated courses of treatment in cardiovascular syphilis confirms one's
own clinical experience: guarded prognosis following surgical treatment of aneurysm of the
aorta and aortic valvular incompetence is stated on page 109.
A valuable bibliography is given for further reading at the end of each chapter.
His emphasis on the rarity of gonococcal arthritis on pages 124 and 140 would be ques-
tioned in this school and the impression is given on page 141 that gonococcal infection of
the conjunctiva occurs only in adults and whilst admittedly extremely rare, it is important
to remember that accidental infection of the conjunctiva can occur in children also. Not all
venereologists will agree that a three month follow-up after the use of broad spectrum
antibiotics is sufficient.
Several spelling mistakes are almost certainly the result of incorrect typesetting e.g.
"papulet" page 70, "eneurysms" page 92, "necropy" page 98, "inequal" page 103 and
"seed" advice page 212 will need corrections in subsequent additions but these are only minor
blemishes in an excellent and interesting book which has been produced at a reasonable
price and which should be in the hands of every medical student, and which the average
general practitioner will read with benefit.
J.S.McC.
CUNNINGHAM'S TEXTBOOK OF ANATOMY. Eleventh Edition. Edited by
G. J. Romanes, C.B.E. (Pp. xv+996; figs. 1180. £9.00). London: Oxford
University Press, 1972.
HOW can one be objective about a greatly loved textbook? "Big Cunningham" was the close
companion of my undergraduate days 40 years ago and I must have read it from cover to
cover at least three times in the course of two years. Nowadays few students would want to
read the whole of a vast textbook crammed with information, and none need do so in order
to pass their professional examinations in Anatomy. However, I should like every medical
student to buy this book. He should read carefully the general sections at the beginning of
each chapter, and he should make frequent reference to the rest of the book. As an atlas
of gross anatomy it is superb. He would require no other atlas of normal radiological
anatomy, nor a special textbook of embryology or neuro-anatomy.
The text is always clear, and beautifully expressed in a literary style which is a model for
anyone who wishes to study good scientific English-and this despite the fact that the work
is from the pens of nine distinguished authors, each of whom must inevitably have his own
181stylistic idiosyncracies in the ordinary way, yet here they have combined to produce a text
of uniform -excellence. This, of course, indicates editorial expertise of a high order.
Naturally the expert in a particular field will find matters of detail to criticize-this is
inevitable in a comprehensive textbook. For example (p. 82) osteoblasts are said to increase
by mitotic activity. They don't. Osteoblasts are always recruited from neighbouring
undifferentiated cells: the latter alone have the ability to divide. But this is a small point so
far as the general anatomist is concerned, albeit a very basic one for a worker in the field
of bone biology.
An attractive and useful feature of the book is the way structure and function, and
structure and clinical or pathological significance, are integrated in the text. Because of this
the reader cannot fail to realize that modern Human Anatomy is not simply a catalogue of
visual data about the body, but the very canvas on which his medical knowledge is tapestried.
Buying the new Big Cunningham for the student would be £9.00 well spent. Anatomy, like
all scientific disciplines, evolves new facts and concepts as the years go by: nevertheless the
medical man who owns this book will have an accurate, useful and friendly guide to one of
the major scientific bases of his craft for many years to come. J.J.P.
THROMBOEMBOLISM: Diagnosis and Treatment. Edited by V. V. Kakkar,
F.R.C.S.E., F.R.C.S., and A. J. Jouhar, M.B., M.R.C.S. (Pp. xii±241;
illustrated £3.50). Edinburgh and London: Churchill Livingstone, 1972.
THIS small book enables everyone interested in the field of thromboembolism to benefit
from a large volume of information and experience presented at a symposium held in Kings
College Hospital in 1971. The principles underlying thromboembolic disease, its diagnosis,
prevention, medical and surgical treatment are discussed. The initial chapter presents the
problem against a brief historical background, and stresses the lack of any predictive
laboratory test for the detection of insipient thrombosis. A valuable, comprehensive updated
bibliography is included. Subsequently the theory of hypercoagulability, and its role in
thromboembolism is presented in a lucid and philosophical manner. New concepts are then
presented in a thought provoking chapter by Fletcher et al. However, some background
knowledge of laboratory techniques would aid interpretation and understanding of this
section.
The problems of the diagnosis of venous thromboembolism are well presented, the Doppler
technique, radiological and isotope methods are discussed. The 1125 Fibrinogen test for the
diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis is given pride of place, and it is left to the participants
in the general discussion to reveal its limitations.
The study of Rheology has made an important contribution to the understanding of the
aetiology of thromboembolism. This aspect is highlighted in a chapter, which presents the
results of a collaboratiwe study carried out by a surgeon and a bio-medical engineer into
the changes in venous blood flow, before, during and after surgery. The follow up to this
is a discussion of the methods for prevention of post-operative deep vein thrombosis. This
section is of considerable practical value.
The final two parts are devoted to the medical and surgical treatment of deep vein
thrombosis and pulmonary embolism. The pros and cons of thrombolytic therapy, oral,
intravenous anticoagulant therapy and embolectomy are presented. The indications for each
are discussed and the results of several clinical trials are included. The physician, the surgeon
and the coagulationist will all find something to interest and stimulate them in this volume.
E.M.
INTRODUCITION TO CLINICAL MEDICINE. By R. R. H. Lovell, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. and A. C. Doyle, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Pp. ix+178. £1.70). Melbbourne
University Press (agents: International Scholarly Book Services, London), 1971.
THE ability to take an adequate history and carry out the physical examination of a patient
is a basic skill which should be taught in detail from the earliest moment of a student's
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